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Suku - The Aesthetic of Restraint

Suku, the new porcelain brand celebrated its grand
opening of its store in Apgujong area in last
September. Owner of nine architecture and con-
truction businesses, Dongwoo Contructions Group
launched 0GI-Suku Ltd. as part of its endeavor to

enforce its cultural projects scheme. The company

first planned the new porcelain brand on its faith

 FE RofoR ojYd 7US & Bhsioi4 of| watsel Hol o
71 3]

o] &
tl=el Az Heipt S53 + . ay2t0l HolL} 18 80RE Splg

that “porcelain art is one of the Korean heritage
that has competitive edge in the global market
place today.”

The honor of the first commissioned project went
to Park Suku, Korean-born living and working in
Finnland, whose designed is famed for star motifs.
Park’s collection will include tablewares featuring
his star images and coffee cups with face images
of Howard Smith. Suku products are targetting cul-
turally-sophisticated leading consumer groups
favoring brand names as well as overseas con-

sumers especially in Japan and Europe. @
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Visualization of information has been thought to be a specialized area
reserved for designers, however, that concept seems to be challenged in the
recent ages. Your work background suggests strong ties with development.
Could you describe us about your role and work, especially in developing

tools for visualizing data using Maps? And how did the collaboration with

web designers carried out in your case?

think that the notion of designer has changed. Historically designers were concerned with creating a static visual
space. Today a designer needs to create a dynamic, living space that blends visual and algorithmic elements. My
tole is to think about algorithms that can visually respond to the user, and my background as a programmer and
mathematician is extremely helpful in creating those algorithms. At the same time, | find it critical to collaborate

with designers from a more traditional art background who make essential aesthetic contributions.

Could you explain us about the usage of Maps in other fields, using an exam-
ple?
Just about every field can be helped by a Map! For instance, we're currently working on a version of the

SmartMoney Map that will let users explore an exhibit at a very large museum.

It is often said that the success of IT industry relies on the advancement of
technology. How much do you allot for the cost of research and development
within the total budget? How much did you spend for the research and devel-
opment for this Map project, if you could tell us?

I'd rather not discuss specific numbers, but | can say that we view research as a core function of our company.
Beyond allocating resources, it means creating an environment where innovation and discovery is a goal in itself.
There's a paradoxical fact that scientists have known for centuries, but programmers are just now leaming: the

way to create useful innovations is to engage in free-ranging basic research.

This issue of <Industrial Design> with its special features report on Minimal
design, we have selected SmartMoney.com as a case project in the context.
Do you view Map project as a relevant topic? What do you think are the keys
to Map's success?

We believe our success lies in the Map's interface which minimizes communications process for the users while
offering accurate information service, in which respect, the topic of ‘minimal’ design can relate to our Map pro-
ject. However, | would like to add another quality, and that of ‘fun-to-use’. Fun is an essential and basic material

in all applications we have been working with.

If you could point out any shortcomings or points for improvements?
The Map takes a long time to load on a slow internet connection. When fast hroadband access becomes common,

| believe that all the problem would be solved.

What are the future plans regarding the SmartMoney Map project, if any?

We've got a lot of plans, but here’s a quick example. We're currently working on a new stock research applica-
tion where the user can draw a price graph, and then the computer will find all stocks whose actual history looks
like the graph. It's a very simple visual application that has many uses-technical analysis, portfolio diversifica-

tion, and more. It also makes people smile.
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bathroom, a project | have not done before.” The

L design wiz Mr. Graves at last realized the wishes

with his new project Dreamscape.

In collaboration with bathroom furniture and

accessory manufacturers, he created new
bathroom line that satisfies comfort and eternal
beauty; including the sanitary ceramics, bathroom

furniture and accessories by Duravit, shower trays

|
a

]
N i

f
]
!
f
f
|
i
|
R S

and whirl tubs by Hoesch, tap fitting and

accessories by Dornbracht, all items are marked
with hall marks. The washbasin, bidet, toilet, and
UFUE 533 v)e] A=7ko]z} tizlol 9l 2 st} o]k gy ksl H e 83%9) bath tub consistently carry the typical Michael
nlo]Z a#o]B A~ (Michael Graves)7} Ed A FLiz|o] m|x3} Ql7k-gEldel Feje) 3 Graves architecure and design form of hemisphere
C)xlolqz2A] 714 nfE%]e] 2 AEV} Foiel %3812 o|FHA, Yata 7)8keHE] TRl on a cube. The encounter of spheric curve with

A
7hol dhel “olz] slRA dkAnt A48 Tzl AMAFC] YRl Alo]e] F4EQ thH|E B straight lines is repeated in his treatment of

olal= Aot 2l digek o] gt v dozit) 7 Ay} 840 Fojxl z QBAEL fantastic contrast between minimal-geometric
© 2 AF7FBe a7t 84 FE L A A =7 AAIE) Huls E5R8ka 738k & design and poetic design.
ZJAd F2HH (Duravit), =H8 3 E 7} 22 VS FARE, AAAQ) a3 AT Objects in the bathroom emits strong sense of

(Donbracht), &41(Hoesch)&} 87 thH= 1 W 3} 2%9o] Aldv]E F0c) 21 9ke] &4 71 enriched sculpture pieces, yet the overall look and

A 824 el =P 7o) (Dreamscape) £ 9 AAMEE Zglo|Hanke] EE xAjel  feel of the bathroom space conveys vivacity and

Aeksta} o7k 121 A3k o} 28] A8 AM7ZEO) ARg O 2 820 A7) S Bojdar gir), extreme sophistication. The selection of special
|t} ES EHNE FHo] Q)= AT nRvb materials and colors by Graves also add to the

G4 7 Az 2 e o] AR 1000] d 2 dhfe] Hke Aol Eol= 7= 84 24 overall vivid image. “I have never regarded building
o] JALE Ztal gle Feple R | dEY A= aglolBae] U ‘= Ao in isolation from their interiors. A surrounds its

2] 2~E(Philippe Starck), ©JE] AIA(E. Dieter X = Ztzke] @ B Aol th3k =78 A3 A2 furnishings in the same way that a landscape

Sieger) 72 4 Yol sy} F5oz &2 702 Eaaua 9= Aot} e &4 surrounding a building” says Graves. In the context,

S sl 2 AEe AT s F o Al ke X =3| Wk Q BA|E R o]Fo]x X% Graves attempts to integrate various objects to
28 A= S 98 nlolF ago]BAE AL T3l thet 1g]3 0% 715 A} 9Jtl. create a whole new look and feel in the
AL 17} Aokst B 7EA] tiRRlE Fof| X www.duravit.com Dreamscape project. It explains why Dreamscape
gy Zlo] ulE ‘=g AdAo| X o]t} whol= F bathroom space, decorated with simple objects, is
gulo] PATE AH7} ALERE, EHElsE filled with longing for the luxus.
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Minimal Kitchen Furnishing with Colors,

Toyo Kitchen’s ‘Crea’

“Not Kitchen” - This is the new advertising slogan
which Japanese system kitchen furnishings manu-
factuer Toyo Kitchen has put out for its new year
2000 collection. As claimed by the company, “The
kitchen of the 21st century has to be a space for
family co-sharing and has to take different signifi-
cance than before,” and thus the quote “Not
Kitchen” was born.

The new year 2000 collection, proudly named
‘Crea’, is a bold combination of strictly reduced
style and sets of primary colors. Having impliment-
ed heavily of aluminum and other metallic materi-
als, the minimalist styling and colors refreshens the
traditional Japanese sense of design.

Among the three product lines proposed by Crea

collection, Lemon, Tavo, and AFS, Tavo carried out
its basic concept of communication. Discarding the
former concept of kitchen furnishing of
‘time/space=completion’ has transformed into a
changeable kitchen layout. In the space of Tavo,
cooking activity takes place in the centrally-located
cooking facilities, however, it can be relocated and
transformed into a dining space, allowing multiple
usages of the kitchen also as a dining room and a
living room. Toyo Kitchen is an answer to the mini-
mal trend of design, and yet creating its own trend.

www.toyokitchen.co.jp @
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